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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communication: amendment filed on 19 April 
2004, with an original filing date of 16 February 2000. 

2. Claims 1-33 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1,6, 12, 17, 
23, and 32 are independent claims. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-33 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 6-11, 17-22, 32, and 33 are rejected under 

35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly 
point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

In independent claims 6, 17, and 32 the term "channel" is indefinite. It is 
unclear whether the "channel" is referring to a name designated to a broadcast 
station (such as Disney, HBO, or FOX) or determining if the recipient of the 
digital content is receiving the digital content by an authorized means provided by 
a cable provider or an unauthorized person tapping into the line for transmission. 
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Also in claims 6, 17, and 32 it is unclear whether the term "distributor" is 
referring to a provider (such as cable TV, satellite, or broadcast station) or a 
home unit, where a base unit distributes the digital content to other users within a 
home or a facility, from cable line, a VCR station, or a DVD player, or other like 
devices. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 

35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

7. Claims 1-5, 12-16, 23, 25, 26, 28, 30, and 31 rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Aras et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,757,417 
(hereinafter '417). 

As to independent claim 1, "A method of content level filtering and 
distribution of digital content in a content distribution system comprising: 
obtaining the digital content and a mask for obfuscating a selected portion 
of the digital content" is taught in '417 col. 4, line 49 through col. 5, line 3; 

"determining if a receiver of the digital content is trusted" is shown in 
'417 col. 7, line 64 through col. 8, line 54; 

"sending the digital content to the receiver for subsequent rendering 
when the receiver is trusted; and applying the mask to the digital content to 
generate content after mask applied data and sending the content after 
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mask applied data to the receiver for subsequent rendering of the content 
after mask applied data when the receiver is not trusted" is disclosed in '417 
col. 8, line 55 through col. 9, line 8. 

As to dependent claims 2, 3, and 4, "wherein the digital content 
comprises video data and the mask comprises a replacement two 
dimensional region for a selected portion of one or more frames of video 
data' 1 and "... audio data and the mask comprises a replacement audio clip 
for a selected portion of the digital content" and "... three dimensional 
volume data and the mask comprises a replacement three dimensional 
region for selected portion of the digital content" is taught in '417 col. 2, lines 
52-60. 

As to dependent claim 5, "wherein application of the mask results in 
replacement of a selected portion of the digital content with a replacement 
creative component" is shown in '417 col. 12, lines 33-67. 

As to independent claim 12, this claim is directed to the storage medium 
of the method of claim 1 and is therefore rejected along similar rationale (see 
'417 col. 7, lines 56-63). 

As to dependent claims 13-16, these claims contain substantially similar 
subject matter as claims 2-5 and are therefore rejected along similar rationale. 

As to independent claim 23, "A system providing content level 
filtering an distribution of digital content comprising: a content censor to 
identify regions of content to obfuscate; and a mask generator to accept 
the content and regions and produce a mask to apply to the content to 
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obfuscate the identified regions" is taught in '417 col. 2, line 36 through 
col. 3 line 33. 

As to dependent claim 25, "further comprising a distributor to 
transmit the content and the mask to a receiver" is taught in '417 col. 5, 
lines 1-4. 

As to dependent claim 26, "further comprising a distributor to 
transmit content after mask applied data to a receiver" is shown in 417 
col. 6, lines 30-51. 

As to dependent claim 28, "wherein the receiver comprises a masker 
to apply the mask to the content to produce content after mask applied 
data for rendering by the receiver" is disclosed in '417 col. 12, lines 34-67. 

As to dependent claim 30, "further comprising a content creator to 
create the digital content" is taught in '417 col. 12, lines 34-67. 

As to dependent claim 31, "wherein the content censor comprises a 
region identification tool to identify a region of the digital content to 
obfuscate" is shown in '417 col. 1 1 , line 58 through col. 12, line 24. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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9. Claims 6-11, 17-22, 24, 27, 29, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over '417 in further view of Wool, U.S. 
Patent No. 6,373,948 (hereinafter '948). 

As to independent claim 6, "A method of content level filtering and 
distribution of digital content obtaining the digital content and a mask for 
obfuscating" is disclosed in '417 col. 4, line 49 through col. 5, line 3; 

"determining if a channel for distributing the content is trusted; is 
taught in '417 col. 5, lines 1-51; 

the following is not taught in '417 "encrypting the masked content"; ... 
"sending the content after mask applied data and the encrypted masked 
content to a receiver, decrypting the masked content, and reversing 
masking to reproduce original content for subsequent rendering when the 
receiver is trusted; and sending the content after mask applied data to the 
receiver for subsequent rendering of the content after mask applied data 
when the receiver is not trusted" however '948 teaches "Generally, encrypted 
programming content is transmitted by a service provider using a transmitter, or 
head-end server, to one or more customers. According to one aspect of the 
invention, a program identifier, p, used to identify the program is transmitted to 
the customer with the programming content. ... The set-top terminal preferably 
receives entitlement information periodically from the head-end, corresponding to 
one or more packages of programs ... The set-top terminal needs to decrypt any 
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program, p, that belongs to the customer's entitled subspace, U, but no other 
programs" in col. 2, line 52 through col. 3, line 59. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the teachings of '417 that teach a method for screening 
audio-visual material to include encryption with distribution. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would have been motivated to perform such a modification because 
encryption with program identifiers provide distributors the ability to provide more 
different packages to the user. As indicated by '948 (see col. 2, lines 29 et seq.) 
"While such previous systems for encrypting and transmitting programming 
content have been relatively successful in restricting access to authorized 
customers, they do not permit a service provider, such as a television network, to 
offer many different packages containing various numbers of programs to 
customers". 

As to dependent claims 7, "when the channel is trusted, performing 
the following: determining if a receiver of the digital content is trusted; 
sending the digital content to the receiver for subsequent rendering when 
the receiver is trusted; and applying the mask to the digital content to 
generate content after mask applied data and sending the content after 
mask applied data to the receiver is not trusted" is taught in 417 col. 5, 
lines 1-51; 

As to dependent claims 8, 9, and 10 "wherein the digital content 
comprises video data and the mask comprises a replacement two 
dimensional region for a selected portion of one or more frames of video 
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data" and "... audio data and the mask comprises a replacement audio clip 
for a selected portion of the digital content" and "... three dimensional 
volume data and the mask comprises a replacement three dimensional 
region for selected portion of the digital content" is taught in 417 col. 2, 
lines 52-60. 

As to dependent claim 11, "wherein application of the mask results 
in replacement of a selected portion of the digital content with a 
replacement creative component" is shown in '417 col. 12, lines 33-67. 

As to independent claim 17, this claim is directed to the storage medium 
of the method of claim 6 and is therefore rejected along similar rationale. 

As to dependent claims 18-22, these claims contain substantially similar 
subject matter as claims 7-1 1 and are therefore rejected along similar rationale. 

As to dependent claim 24, "wherein the mask generator links the 
content with the regions, generates a mask, applies the mask to the 
content to produce content after mask applied data and masked content" is 
taught in '417 col. 11, line 42 through col. 12 line 32. 

"and encrypts the masked content" is shown in ( 948 col. 2, line 52 
through col. 3, line 59. 

As to dependent claim 27, "further comprising a distributor to 
transmit content after mask applied data and encrypted masked content to 
a receiver" is disclosed in '948 col. 1, lines 3-5 "to a system for transmitting an 
encrypted program together with a program identifier which is used by a set-top 
terminal". 
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As to dependent claim 29, "wherein the receiver comprises a 
decryptor to decrypt the encrypted masked content and a de-masker to 
reverse masking of the content after mask applied data to reproduce 
original content for rendering by the receiver" is taught in '948 col. 2, line 52 
through col. 3, line 59. 

As to independent claim 32, "A method of distributing digital content 
in a hierarchical content distribution system comprising: determining 
security of a transmission channel; determining a mode of content 
distribution; when the mode is a first mode performing: obtaining the 
digital content and a mask to apply to the digital content to obfuscate 
selected portion of the digital content when the transmission channel is 
trusted; and obtaining content after mask applied data when the 
transmission channel is trusted; and obtaining content after mask applied 
data when the transmission channel is not trusted; when the mode is not a 
first mode, obtaining content after mask applied data" is shown in '417 col. 
4, line 49 through col. 5, line 3; 

"and encrypted masked content; and sending obtained data to other 
entities in the hierarchical content distribution system 1 ' is taught in '948 in 
col. 2, line 52 through col. 3, line 59. 

As to dependent claim 33, "further comprising sending the obtained 
data to at least one receiver" is shown in '417 col. 4, line 49 through col. 5, 
line 3. 
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Conclusion 



1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ellen C Tran whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-8917. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am to 3:30 pm. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory A Morse can be reached on (703) 308-4789. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-5484. 



Ellen. Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2134 



15 July 2004 




